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Custom Equipment, LLC Welcomes Jesus Pedraza, South-Central U.S. Territory Manager
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Hino Trucks Announces Service Skills Competition 
Winners at Ceremony at the University of Michigan

Hino Trucks announced the 
winner of their Service Skills 
Competition during an awards 
ceremony at the University of 
Michigan celebrating the tenth 
annual event.  This intense 
competition highlights the 
hard work and dedication of 
Hino’s Master Elite Technicians 
from across the country. 
 
After a national qualification 
round to establish 24 finalists, 
and a day of live competition, 
four-time finalist Tracey Gen-
nusa from H.K. Truck Services 
walked away with the title.  
Hino’s Master Elite Techni-
cians, a designation reserved 
for the highest certified Hino 
truck technician, complete one 
of the industry’s most com-
prehensive training programs.  
The Competition takes this 
training to the next level and 
brings the best-of-the-best of 
this highly skilled group onsite 
for varying simulated service-
related situations.  Rounding 
out the top ten are:  
 

1.  Tracey Gennusa, H.K. Truck 
Services 

2.   David Taylor, Potomac 
Truck Center 

3.   Matthew Bertagnoli, Lynch 
Truck Center 

4.   Daniel Hanna, Transource 

5.  Tony Isajiw, Kriete Truck 
Center, Green Bay
 
6.  John Hevia, TruckMax Hino 
of Miami 
 
7.  Kelly Broeren, Kriete Truck 
Center, Green Bay
 
8.  Lonnie Reny, O’Connor 
Motor, Maine
 
9. Thoai Cao, Future Ford of 
Sacramento
 
10.Tim Lapan, Ballard Mack

www.hino.com    •

Custom Equipment, LLC has welcomed Jesus Pedraza as its South-Central U.S. 
territory manager. Jesus is focusing on continuing the growth and channel 
development of Hy-Brid Lifts, Custom Equipment’s line of lightweight low-lev-
el scissor lifts.
 
“With a growing construction industry, we needed someone who can contin-
ue to give our current customers and prospects in that region the attention 
and support they need to be successful,” said Dan Schneider, Custom Equip-
ment LLC vice president of sales.
 
Pedraza has more than 13 years of experience in both inside and outside 
sales at Ahern Rentals in Texas where he used his networking and negotiating 
skills to average $3 million per year in revenue. He is also a knowledgeable 
truck driver, having held the position for both Ahern and Jack in the Box Dis-
tribution. Pedraza’s familiarity with the South-Central U.S. helps him navigate 
the dealer and rental center landscape in that area.  
 
“It is with great pleasure I join Hy-Brid Lifts,” Pedraza said. “I look forward 
to establishing relationships and introducing our lifts to the South-Central 
region. I have no doubt that both our equipment and customer service will 
have a great impact on the area.”
 
www.hybridlifts.com    •
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Solesbee’s, a KINSHOFER company and leading manufacturer of quality heavy equipment attachments, 
offers Blade-Mounted Dozer Rakes as an efficient solution for land clearing, raking brush, and piling trees and branches. 
The rakes’ c-curve design rolls brush and debris, making it easy to windrow material while minimizing the amount of 
dirt pushed with it. The rakes also feature an extended upright with multiple holes to easily mount to on nearly any dozer 
blade without customization.
 
“Our dozer rakes are the most cost effective and convenient solution available,” said David Jenkins, president of 
Solesbee’s Equipment & Attachments LLC. “Since we design each model of our rakes to fit multiple dozer blades, 
we have them in stock and ready to ship to customers the next day. Most competitors take two to three weeks to 
specially design one rake to fit one dozer and they don’t include the components needed to mount the rakes to the 
attachments.”

Solesbee’s gives customers the flexibility to “customize” its rakes on site by lining up the holes on the extended 
uprights to nearly any dozer blade. It also includes everything needed to mount the attachment, such as pins and 
brackets. A qualified welder can install the brackets on the dozer in as few as 2 hours. Once installed, it’s easy to 

Solesbee’s Blade-Mounted Dozer Rakes  
Offer Convenience and Versatility

http://www.solesbees.com/
https://www.kinshofer.com/en/index.php/en/home/intro
http://www.solesbees.com/dozer_blade_mounted_rakes.php
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manually mount and remove the rake as needed. For added versatility, additional bracket sets are available for use 
with multiple dozers or when upgrading to a new dozer.
 
The rake is available with a full range of teeth for optimal debris clearing in a variety of applications. All rakes 
feature sturdy 2-inch-wide hardened steel teeth for lasting durability in harsh environments. Solesbee’s standard 
teeth are 20 inches long, and optional 14- to 24-inch lengths are also available. In addition, customers can choose 
from a variety of teeth quantities and spacing options.
 
Solesbee’s offers a two-year warranty on its dozer rakes.
 
www.solesbees.com    •

http://www.solesbees.com/
http://www.ezspotur.com
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Consulting with a specialist can help MEs ensure compliance and safe performance

Dust collectors are used to capture, convey, and collect dust for a wide variety of manufacturing and industrial 
processes.  Whether involving wood, plastic, metal, or chemical dust particles, this is done to improve safety by 
reducing fire, explosion, and dust inhalation hazards.

When it comes to dust collection, however, the challenge for mechanical engineers (MEs) is that, by definition, 
mechanical engineering is one of the broadest engineering disciplines.  As such, they are often tasked with 
designing machinery or systems that provide a variety of functions, including generating power/electricity; 
conveying people/materials; and furnishing HVAC/refrigeration.

Designing Dust Collectors
with Expert Guidance



Designing Dust Collectors
with Expert Guidance

With such a broad focus, MEs are often unfamiliar with some of the technicalities of dust collection safety code 
compliance, since dust collection systems account for just a tiny fraction of their work.

When MEs have questions regarding dust collection on topics ranging from airflow to meeting NFPA and IMC 
codes, seeking guidance from an industry expert can help to achieve compliance, safe performance, and better 
indoor air quality.

Design Challenges
Since dust collection is so important for safety – and depends on factors such as the dust sources, air filtration, 
facility usage, and HVAC – it often has to be customized and not based on previous design plans.
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Peter Levitt, a NFPA member, who for over two 
decades has been a committee member of NFPA 664, 
which oversees revisions of the woodworking code, 
outlines the five main components of a dust collection 
system.  

These components include a hood to confine the dust 
at its source; a duct system to convey the dust; a fan to 
provide hood suction and maintain transport velocity 
in the ducts; a collector to separate the dust from the 
air stream and a device to store the collected dust.

“When dealing with dust collection, MEs often 
have questions about duct sizing, and how much 
air to allocate for suction at the hood and at each 
woodworking machine,” says Levitt.  “They may not 
know what the velocity should be in the ducts, and 
often do not know what the code specifies for the dust 
collection system.”

Levitt notes that a properly designed and maintained 

dust collection system will dramatically enhance 
shop safety.  This can not only reduce the risk of dust 
explosion and fire, but also help to minimize any dust 
inhalation while improving indoor air quality.

“MEs are often not aware of the incompatibility of 
some machines, materials and processes for a dust 
collection system,” says Levitt.

As an example, he cites a relatively common mistake.  
“In a wood shop you might have a grinding wheel to 
sharpen tools,” he says.  “However, you cannot have 
common suction at the grinder because any sparks 
produced could ignite the wood dust and trigger a fire 
or explosion.  So the grinder cannot be part of the dust 
collection system.”

He adds that for a similar reason, PVC ducts should not 
be used with a dust collection system.  The problem is 
that if static electricity is generated by the dust being 
conveyed in the duct, it can also cause a dust explosion.

http://www.acopacific.com


http://www.mbamerica.com
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Best Practice Dust Control
To help MEs learn best practice options for dust 
control, Levitt, who is also a product manager 
at Sternvent, Inc., conducts lunch and learn 
presentations at engineering firms.

Union, NJ based Sternvent has over 50 years 
of experience in the design, manufacture, and 
application of dust collection systems.  The company, 
which specializes in systems for the wood, metal 
finishing and chemical industries, provides up-to-date 
guidance for compliance with NFPA, OSHA and IMC.

In the presentations, Levitt covers topics such 
as determining the location of the dust collector, 
explosion venting, spark detection/suppression, 
and NFPA 664 recommended exhaust requirements.  
He also surveys the range of dust collection system 
equipment choices from indoor enclosureless positive 
pressure to outdoor shaker and pulse jet types.

While Levitt provides guidance, he defers sales 
to the Sternvent network of professional sales 
representatives, who have developed ongoing, trusted 
relationships with MEs.

One aspect of dust collection that needs more 
attention is the design of the ductwork, according to 
Levitt.  “For good airflow, good duct work is essential.  
Even with a powerful dust collector, if the duct work is 
not designed properly, you will have so much airflow 
resistance you won’t have enough airflow or suction.”

Another aspect that he says often needs consideration 
is whether the dust collector is located indoors or 
outdoors and how that affects filtered air.

“Typically, the dust collector is located outdoors 
for fire safety,” says Levitt.  “However, in regards to 
filtered air, if you don’t return it properly, then in 
winter you will have a hard time heating the building.  
The result is like having a fan exhausting the warm 
indoor air outside.”
While many factors should be examined in designing 
a safe and effective dust collection system, it is also 
important to not over specify it.

“If a dust collector is over-sized, it will not only 

http://www.bucrope.com
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cost more than required, but also create excessive 
noise due to high velocity airflow in the ducts,” 
concludes Levitt.  “Knowing your options up front by 
collaborating with an expert can help MEs deliver the 
best equipment for the situation at the best price.”

For more info, call 908-688-0807; Fax: 908-688-
0718; email Peter Levitt: plevitt@sternvent.com; visit 
www.sternvent.com; or write to Sternvent, Inc. at 5 
Stahuber Ave, Union, NJ 07083.

www.sternvent.com    •

http://www.slipindustries.com
http://www.trencor.com
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The Next Breakthrough Is Here: 
The M18 FUEL™ Chainsaw Makes 
Up to 25 Cuts in Utility Pole

Unwavering in their dedication to delivering productivity-enhancing solutions that provide the right blend of 
power, run-time, and performance, Milwaukee Tool is proud to announce the next breakthrough in M18 FUEL™*. 
The M18 FUEL™ 16” Chainsaw has the power to cut hardwoods, cuts faster than gas**, and delivers up to 25 cuts 
in utility pole – providing more work-per-charge than any other cordless chainsaw available today. 
 
“One of the most frequently requested tools by our users has been a Milwaukee® chainsaw. Unwilling to settle 
on subpar performance, we continued to advance our cordless technologies until we could provide a solution 
that truly delivers game-changing power and run-time that outperforms small gas engines and higher voltage 
systems,” said Andrew Lentz, Senior Product Manager for Milwaukee Tool. “Through a ground-up redesign of our 
electronics, to the manufacture of a powerful new motor and a brand-new powerhouse – the M18™ REDLITHI-
UM™ HIGH OUTPUT™ HD12.0 Battery— our new M18 FUEL™ 16” Chainsaw was born.”

Milwaukee® created a brand-new POWERSTATE™ Brushless Motor for this chainsaw, which sustains power and 



http://www.stereooptical.com


speed through tough applications without bogging down. Milwaukee® also redesigned from the ground-up the 
REDLINK PLUS™ Intelligence featured in this tool, utilizing electronics never used before in power tools. This 
newly designed REDLINK PLUS™ Intelligence package ensures maximum performance of the tool under load and 
protects against overload and overheat. This electronics package also allows the chainsaw to achieve instanta-
neous throttle response, reaching full speed in under a second.

When equipped with Milwaukee’s new M18 FUEL™ REDLITHIUM™ HIGH OUTPUT™ HD12.0 Battery, the chain-
saw can power through up to 25 cuts in utility pole on one charge. This eliminates the hassle of switching out 
battery packs multiple times during the day. The new HIGH OUTPUT™ HD12.0 Battery provides 50% more 
power, runs 50% cooler, and delivers 33% more run-time than the M18™ REDLITHIUM™ HD9.0 Battery. In 

conjunction with REDLINK PLUS™ 
Intelligence and the POWERSTATE™ 
Brushless Motor, the HIGH OUT-
PUT™ Battery allows users to push 
the chainsaw hard and work all day 
– delivering more work-per-charge 
than any other professional power 
tool system.

True to Milwaukee’s “Nothing But 
Heavy Duty” promise, the chainsaw’s 
robust, high-strength all-metal gear-
ing and gear case deliver best-in-
class torque and allow it to complete 
the most demanding applications 
including cuts in hardwoods.

Milwaukee® is committed to im-
proving productivity by providing 
performance-driven and trade-fo-
cused solutions so users can perform 
an entire day’s work on one battery 
system. The new M18 FUEL™ 16” 
Chainsaw is fully compatible with 
the entire M18™ line, now offering 
more than 150 power tool prod-
ucts, and is a true testament to 
Milwaukee’s focus on investing in 
game-changing technology that truly 
delivers breakthrough solutions for 
users.

* M18 FUEL™ is engineered for 
the most demanding tradesmen 
in the world. Delivering unrivaled 
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performance, all M18 FUEL™ products feature 
three Milwaukee®-exclusive innovations—The 
POWERSTATE™ Brushless Motor, REDLITHIUM™ 
Battery Pack and REDLINK PLUS™ Intelligence 
Hardware and Software—that deliver unmatched 

power, run-time and durability 
on the jobsite. Simply put, 
M18 FUEL™ tools are the most 
powerful 18V cordless tools in 
their class.

** When compared to 40cc gas 
units

Specifications

M18 FUEL™ 16” Chainsaw® 
(2727-21HD)

• 16” Oregon Bar & Chain

• Speed: 6,600 RPM

• Length: 33”

• Chain Gauge: .043”

• Chain Pitch: 3/8” Low Profile

• Oiler: Automatic

• Dual Stud for improved bar and 
chain retention

• Variable Speed Trigger

• Weight: 13.9 lbs w/battery

• 3 year warranty

Includes M18 FUEL™ 16” 
Chainsaw, M18™ REDLITHI-
UM™ HIGH OUTPUT™ HD12.0 
Battery, Rapid Charger, 16” 
Oregon bar and chain, and 
Scrench.

www.milwaukeetool.com    •
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NCP NEW PRODUCT NEWS

Cementex PPE Storage Canisters
Cementex, a national leader in the manufacture of electrical safety solutions, announces the availability of its PPE storage canisters, 
which provide ultimate protection for arc flash suits with hoods or face shields, thanks to its oversized 14” diameter.

These extra-large, ultra-durable hardsided arc flash storage canisters are designed to withstand the harshest environments and safely 
store technicians’ most delicate and valuable PPE items. At 14” in diameter and 16” tall, the canister’s extra-large dimensions enable 
storage of large PPE items, such as a complete Category 4 Arc Flash PPE Kit with a ventilated hood.

The canisters also feature a stackable design for easy, orderly storage in shops and equipment rooms. Their seal-tight lids ensure 
secure, reliable closure, and durable rope handles include a comfort grip for easy transport.

Cementex PPE Storage Canisters are available separately or as an upgrade to most Cementex PPE Task Wear kits. Additionally, the canisters are available 
with a fixed, 12-pocket tool wrap to include all of a technician’s most critical tools along with their task wear.
All Cementex products are made in the U.S.A. to the highest standards of quality. For more information about Cementex’s industry-leading personal protec-
tive equipment, visit the website.

www.cementexusa.com    •

Klein Tools’® Folding Jab Saw Enables Safer Storage and Faster Cutting
Klein Tools, for professionals since 1857, introduces the Folding Jab Saw, 
which folds smartly into its comfort-grip handle, enabling safer storage an-
deliminating puncture holes in tool bags. Additional features include triple 
ground teeth to cut on both the push and pull strokes as well as a lockback 
mechanism to secure the blade fully open at 180 degrees or 125 degrees 
for work in confined areas.

Folding Jab Saw (Cat. No. 31737)
• Durable, carbon steel blade with triple ground teeth cuts on both the 

push and pull strokes
• Lockback mechanism secures blade fully open at 180 degrees or at 

125 degrees for work in hard to reach spaces
• Secure folding mechanism is as sturdy as a fixed blade jab saw
• Folding saw tucks away safely into handle to eliminate piercing 

through tool pouches and bags

• Cushioned handle-end provides easier palming of the saw
• Non-slip grip handle for all-day comfort
• Lanyard hole for tethering
• Designed to cut through drywall, wallboard, plywood, plastic and 

other construction materials 

“On jobsites, we observed many torn and punctured tool bags as well strug-
gles with storing fixed blade jab
saws,” says Laura Ranieri, senior product manager at Klein Tools. “The blade 
on Klein’s new Folding Jab
Saw can be tucked away into the tool’s handle for easy-storage, helping to 
prevent damage to other tools or
the bag itself.” 

www.kleintools.com/new-products    •
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